[Issues in total reconstruction of the auricle in microtia].
The author's personal experience with 83 cases of auricular construction is presented, as well as methods that have evolved through the last 3 decades. The details of reconstructive procedure are discussed. Advisability of external ear reconstruction in unilateral microtia is evaluated. The follow-up ranges from 2 to over 20 years. Major complications occurred in only 3% of cases and were limited to the perioperative period. The significance of the emotional and psychological benefits of the operation is emphasized. Photographic evidence is presented, too.